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drew on, the kings became more able to assert their
independence of the feudal classes, and more com-
petent to cany out the policy which they had already
planned. At this stage of affairs Philip succeeded
his father, and the monarchy passed, in regard to the
communes, from a period of hesitating support to one
of definite alliance. An illustration may be found in
the famous history of the commune of the Laonnais.
Side by side with the urban communes rural organisa-
tions were springing up which claimed, and won, the
same privileges. Of these the commune of the Laonnais
is a typical example. In the domains of the bishop
which surrounded the ancient city of the Karling kings
were seventeen villages which attached themselves to
the little town of Anizi-le-Cha'teau as a centre. The
villagers were serfs of the bishops, and villeins of more or
less free condition. During the vacancy of the bishopric,
1174-1175, the peasants, now for the time under the
direct rule of the crown, applied to Louis VH for a
charter similar to that which the burgesses of the city
of Laon enjoyed, and which had already been won by
other rural associations. The king, paid, there is no
doubt, for his compliance, granted a charter which
incorporated the villages, and gave them, in consideration
of a .small yearly rent from each household, definite
rights against the bishop, their lord. No sooner was a
new bishop in possession of the see than he repudiated
with indignation the encroachment on his rights and the
rights of the Church of Laon. He demanded the with-
drawal of a charter which the king had no right to grant
He appealed to the Pope. He took up arms to destroy
iihe commune. Before the summer of 1177 was over the